Houston County Commissioners Meeting

August 19, 2014

Warner Robins, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 19, 2014 at the Houston County Annex in Warner Robins, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Robinson, Walker and Thomson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Purchasing Director Mark Baker, Fire/HEMA Chief Jimmy Williams, Walton and Becky Wood, and Houston County Attorney Tom Hall.

Chairman McMichael led the audience in the Invocation.

Lt. Col. Ken Miller, United States Air Force led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and then detailed his 17-year military career.   He credited two programs that were key in his personal development.  The Boy Scouts with whom he achieved Eagle Scout as a 16 year old and the Junior ROTC during his four years of high school.  He attended Penn State University and entered service in the Air Force after graduation as a 2nd lieutenant.  He has served many duty assignments including twice at the Pentagon and also with the U.S. Central Command where he had the opportunity to operate in 26 different countries.  He is currently stationed at Robins Air Force Base with the J-Stars unit.  He also serves as an Assistant Scout Master for Troop 566.
Chairman Stalnaker then recognized the members of Boy Scout Troop 566 who are working toward their Citizenship in the Community merit badge.  Mr. Dan Maddox, Assistant Scout Master, introduced each of the members in attendance.  Chairman Stalnaker presented each with a County lapel pin and assembled them for a group photo.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of August 5, 2014.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve changing the existing Indigent Defense Coordinator position (140) from a Grade 16 to Grade 17 and the existing Judicial Case Manager position (151) from a Grade 18 to a Grade 17 effective September 2, 2014.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve an extension of employment for temporary full-time employee Latoya Bell in the Public Defender’s office until January 31, 2015 or upon the return of Matt Drury from his military deployment.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve an amendment adding “Article VII – Section 9” concerning employees and firearms and weapons to the Houston County Personnel Manual as follows:
Section 9. Firearms and Weapons

A. No employee shall transport, carry, or be in possession of firearms or   other weapons during the course of their employment except those identified below:
a. Employees of the Sheriff are subject to that department’s supervision.

b. Employees of the District Attorney are subject to that department’s supervision.

c. Employees of the Solicitor-General are subject to that department’s supervision.

d. All judges.
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B. Firearms and other weapons are permitted in personal vehicles providing that the firearm or other weapon remains in the vehicle and secure in accordance with local, state and federal law.  Vehicles that park within the boundaries of a Guard Line are subject to O.C.G.A. § 42-5-15 and any other law or regulation that applies to Guard Lines.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the appointment of Mr. Gary Garrard to another four-year term on the Planning & Zoning Board.  Mr. Garrard’s term will begin September 6, 2014 and expire on September 6, 2018.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve a resolution amending speed limits on all unincorporated (On-System) State Routes and all unincorporated (Off-System) roads.  Pursuant to Georgia Code 40-6-183 and Section 40-6-376, the Uniform Rules of the Road Act, the Houston County Board of Commissioners does hereby adopt the On-System State Route Speed Limits within unincorporated Houston County as determined by the Georgia Department of Transportation and the Off-System roads speed limits as presented in List #0714-153.  The County is responsible for all speed zone sign placement on non-state route roadways (Off-System).  The County Attorney is authorized to amend the Speed Limit Ordinance accordingly.
Chairman Stalnaker commented that the Sheriff and Public Works personnel have both reviewed and approved of the GDOT’s speed zone list and that it is necessary for the Commissioners to adopt so that speed detection devices can be used on these roads.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign the final adjusting contract Change Order #1 for the Old Perry Road Water Main Upgrade project (from Azalea Avenue to SR 96) with Griffin Utility Construction, LLC.  The contract price increases $10,088.45 from $260,473.50 to $270,561.95.  There will be no increase in contract time.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve the award of one 2015 Ford Explorer SUV to David Ragan Ford of Perry in the amount of $25,227.00 for use in the Detention Center. Funds to come from 2012 SPLOST.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the payment of bills totaling $1,920,358.51.    
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.
Mr. John Todd, 205 Heritage Drive, Warner Robins, Georgia stated that Heritage Subdivision has an ongoing problem with speeders on Heritage Drive.  He referenced the recent fatal motorcycle accident in which the individual came to rest in his front yard.  He stated that he has had to repair his brick wall seven times over the years from vehicular damage due to high speeds.  The road is posted as 25-mph, however given the nature of the road many people drive much faster.  He commented that there is not a 3-way stop at Horseshoe Drive.  Chairman Stalnaker reminded Mr. Todd that stop signs cannot be placed as speed control devices but that the County would look into the situation, perform a traffic study, and speak to the Sheriff about possibly running radar as well.

There being no further public comments, the meeting was continued.

The Chairman then asked for comments from the Commissioners.
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There being no comments, the meeting was continued.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to enter into Executive Session for Attorney / Client matters as allowed by O.C.G.A. § 50-14-2(1).
Upon returning, Chairman Stalnaker re-opened the Commissioners meeting and announced that there would be no action taken as a result of the Executive Session.

There being no further comments, the meeting was continued.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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